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N except they have done miſchief ; and their 
feep is taken away, unleſs they cauſe ſome to fall : 

For they eat the bread of wickedneſs, and drink the wine 
| Anne. 1990 Prov. iv. 16, 17. 
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You will now ſee how groſsly they violated 
their promiſes, and what cruelties they inflited 
upon the farmers and villagers in the diſtricts 
through which they paſſed. 

Upon the 4th of Augult, 1796, Ferino, one 
of the French generals, required from the town 
of Altorf a preſent of 300 louis [a louis is 
nearly equal in value to a pound ſterling] whillt 
Tarreau, another general, extorted 125 lows 
from five ſmall villages; and a commiſſary 
impoſed the molt exhorbitant contributions of 
proviſions and clothing, of which he ſold the 
greater part, and then exacted the delivery of 
ſimilar articles. The French having been ſuc- 
ceſsful in an engagement with the Aultrians at 
the cloſe of September, began immediately 
afterwards to plunder and deſtroy in the molt 
outrageous manner. In the courſe of the firſt 
night after the engagement, ſome of the ſol- 
diers purpoſely and wantonly ſet fire to two 
houſes in the town, and would not permit any 
attempts to be made to quench the flames. 
Several other houſes were more than halt con- 
ſumed by fire, in confequence. of their ſcatter- 
ing red hot coals and burning candles about the 
rooms, under the beds, and amongſt every 
heap of combuſllibles they could diſcover, fo that 
nothing but the greateſt vigilance and exertions 
of the proprietors could have prevented the 

entire deſtruction of the town. 
When Altorf was reduced to ſuch poverty 
as to afford no further temptation to the pilla- 
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gers, they ſpread themſelves in bands over tlie 


ſorrounding country, attacked the cottages and 
habitations of the peaſantry (to whom they had 
promiſed liberty, equality, and affluence) rifle 
their pockets, deſtroyed their furniture, tore up 
the floors of their rooms, cut open the mattreſſes 
and feather · beds, dug up the ground in the cel- 
lars and gardens, turned over even the contents 
of the privies, in hopes of finding ſome con- 
cealed treaſure, returned ſix or ſeven times to 
the ſame houſes, and never quitted them until 
they had left nothing behind them but the bare 
walls, Oxen, cows, and {wine were eitlicr 
driven off, cut in pieces upon the ſpot, or lt: 
cruelly mutilated ; geeſe and poultry were car- 
ried away either trad or alive; and ſuch piovi- 
hons as could not either be conſumed or con- 
conveyed away, were trodden under foot, or 
mixed with ſand, aſhes, and ordure : nor did 
theſe ruſtans ſpare even the ſtores of bread 
which it is uſual in that country to keep dried 
for conſumption in the winter. Many cellats 
were left half full of wine, which had run from 
the caſks they wantonly had ſtaved; and the 
houſes were long afterwards impregnated with 
the vapour of the brandy which they had poured 
about the rooms in the molt waſteful manner. 
They deſtroyed even the milk-pails and all the 
appendages of the dairy ; and in many dwel- 
lings there was not even a bench or a chair 
unbroken, The peaſants were ſomctimcs 
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threatened with immediate death, and ſome. 
times put to extreme torture, in order to pro- 
cure a diſcovery of money and other valuables, 
which they were accuſed of having concealed ; 
and many were ſeverely wounded and crippled, 
either by muſket-balls, blows with the but-ends 
of the frelocks, or flrokes of the broad ſword. 
The deepeſt and moſt apparent poverty was not 
even a prote gion againſt them; for beygars 
were (tripped of their rags ; and the number of 
thoſe who were left without a ſhirt upon their 
backs is by no means conſiderable. Grey 
hairs and liſping infancy, the fick, the dying, 
and even women in labour, were alike expoled 
to the moſt inhuman treatment, and were drag- 
ged from their beds, kicked about, and fre- 
quently wounded, under pretence that they were 
the keepers of concealed treafure. Ihe women 
and children who attempted to eſcape, were 
purſued, plundered, and violated; and girls 
from ten to twelve years of age were deprived 
of their innoccnce and health by theſe republi- 
can barbarians. Neither age nor inſirmity, nor 
yet the moſt offenſive diforders, were able to 
ſet bounds to their more than brutal luſt ; and 
ten, twelve, and even twenty of theſe depraved 
wretches, are known ſucceſhvely to have grati- | 
fied their paſſions with the ſame object, whillt | 
their ſhameleſs colleagues either kept guard at | 
the door, or held loaded piltols and fixed 
bayonets at the head of the uabhappy ſufferer. 

Even in the inſitmary near Weingarten did 


CY 3 | 
theſe cannibals commit the ſame horrid crimes, 
and outrage perſons ſuffering under the molt 
dilguiting maladies, and ſuch as preclude them 
from communication with the reſt of mankind. 


But delicacy forms no part of the character of 
the Freach republican ; for at Heidenheim they 


uled as ſpits for their meat the iron ſpikes upon 
which they had found the heads of ſome lately 
executed malefactors, and made their fire with 
the wheels upon which the corpſes had been 
expoſed, Even the bodics of young women, 
who had expired under their barbarity, and of 
women who but a few hours before had been in 
labour, were made ule of to ſatiate the infernat 
luſt of theſe monſters in human ſhape, degraded 
far beneath the beaſts of the field, With 
menaces of ſlaughter, with blows, with un- 
ſheathed ſabres, and with loaded muſkets, they 
enforced univerſal ſubmiſſion; and dreadful was 


their revenge when their inclinations were 1e- 


hited. Whilſt they were plundering, deſ{trov- 
ing, diſhonouring, and committing ſuch exceſſus 
as humanity ſhudders to relate, at the village cf 
Ingoldingen, from the ſecond to the fourth of 
October, fix or eight volunteers ruſhed into the 
houſe of Jacob Furit, a farmer, whoſe wife they 
ill- treated, and threatened with inſtant death if 
ſhe retufed to conſent to their defires ; but that 
reſolute woman declaring that ſhe had rather 
meet death than diſhonour, attacked the ruſhans, 
and, aſſiſted by her huſband, who fortunately 
come in, drove them out of the houſe. De- 
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termined however to revenge themſelves, they 
{ct fire to the dwelling, which, with the furni- 
ture, granary, and every thing but the cattle, 
became a prey to the flames. Three other 
houſes met a ſimilar fate; and the damages ſuſ- 
tained by this and an adjoining village amounted 
to the ſum of 4, ocol. 

Not a trace of decency, not the leaſt regard 
to religion and its cultoms, appeared in the con- 
duct of the French ſoldiery. In the churches 
they broke open the pyx, trampled the hoſt 
under foot, carried away the communion plate 
and the robes of the prieſts, deſtroyed the cru- 
ciſixes and other images, and treated with igno- 
miny every thing that is deemed holy by the 
catholic, and reſpected by the well-meaning 
man of every religion. Ia one of the villages, 
where the church was ſtripped of its ornaments, 


and the miniſter completely pillaged, they placed 


upon the altar the figure of Satan, which they 
had taken from the repreſentation of the re- 
deemer tempted in the deſert; and in another 
village they placed a crucifix before the tire, and, 
amidlt ſhouts of the molt indecent mirth, turned 
it round like meat roaſting upon a ſpit, whilſt the 
grey-headed miniſter of the pariſh, at the vene- 
rable age of eighty-three, was not only plun- 
dered and inſulted, but ſeverely beaten, as a 
reward for the hoſpitality with which he had 
received them. The damages ſuſtained by this 
ſmall diſtrict amounted to upwards of 45,000). 


Pfullendorf. Upon the ſecond of Auguſt 
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a diviſion of the column under the orders of 
General Ferino marched through this village, 
when ſome chaſſeurs belonging to the advanced 
guard entered a ſhop, and forcibly took filk 
handkerchiefs and other goods to the value of 
100 florins, for which they offered ſome aſſig- 
nats in payment ; but upon the ſhopkeeper refu- 
ling to take ſuch uſeteſs paper, they (truck at 
him with their ſabres, and left the ſhop with 
ſhouts of laughter and tortents of abuſe. Five 
others entered the houſe of one of the magil- 
trates, loudly aſking for wine and victuals, with 
which they were ſpeedily and amply ſerved, and 
for which they teſtified their gratitude by rob- 
bing their entertainer of his watch and money, 
In the neighbouring village of Neubronn, 
belonging to the prince of Furſtenberg, ſix rifle- 
men impoſed a contribution of 300 tlorins, or 
about 271. ſterling, pillaged ſeveral houſes, and 
ſo ill-treated ſuch as endeavoured to protect their 
property, and to reſiſt the inſults offered to their 
wives and daughters, that many honelt and 
induſtrious labourers were reduced to the preat- 
eſt diſtreſs. . 
If the rough and barbarous manner in which 
theſe armed ruffians extorted what they wanted, 
excited terror and deteſtation, their intempe- 
rance gave riſe to an equal degree of aſtoniſh- 
ment; for two Frenchmen would devour at a 
meal as much as would ſerve three hard-working 
Germans during three or tour days; and be- 
tween the hours of two and nine, they would 
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frequently have three complete meals, which 
they generally moiſtened with whole rivers of 
wine, plentifully ſweetened with ſugar, ard 
uſually ſtrengthened with cherry-brandy. 

Ptullendorf and the adjacent villages ſuffered, 
however, but little, in compariſon with other 
places, until the enemy began to retreat, when 
the French not only carried away or deſtroyed 
all the forage and corn they could find, but 
entirely demoliſhed a {mall hamlet in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

Upon the 5th of October, General Moreau 


himſelf fixed his head quarters at Pfullendorf, 


and was followed by his whole army, which 
was diſtributed about the country, and, like the 
preceding hordes, rendered itſelf for ever infa- 
mous by the gratification of every ſavage paſſion, 
the commiſſion of every ſort of excels, and the 
practice of every ſpecies of extortion. A brave 
fellow, who had aſſiſted in driving ſome of the 
pluaderers out of the village he inhabited, was 
afterwards recognized and ſhot ; as were two 
farmers in another village, whilſt endeavouring 
to prevent their doors from being forced open. 
A poor woman, 60 years of age, who was 
gleaning in a field, was forcibly thrown down 
by one of the republican barbarians, and me- 
naced with death if ſhe did not yield to his 
brutal defircs, whilſt another flood with his 


bayonet at the breaſt of her aged huſband, and 


forced him to be a witneſs of his wife's diſ- 
honor. A church was broken open and plun · 
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dered, and the miniſter's houſe completely 
rifled, under the eyes of General Moreau him- 
ſelf, who, to the lamentations of the ſufferer, 


contemptuouſly replied, I cannot prevent it” 
—and quietly betook himſelf to his favourite 
cherry-brandy, in which he indulged himſelf to 
excels, like the meaneſt of his ſoldiers. 
Ilaldſee.—At Waldſee the French phyſici- 
ans and furgeons made large requiſitions of 
drugs, vinegar, ſhirts, and cloth ; which they 
either ſold or converted to their own uſe, and 
ſuffered the wounded and lick to remain expoſed 
to the burning heat of the ſun, unattended, 
throughout the day. In a hamlet near Mark- 
dorf, ten brutal French ſoldiers alternately vio- 
lated the chaſtity of a woman, who hourly ex- 
pected to be taken in labour, and whoſe huſband 
was forcibly made a witneſs of their barbarity. 
An officer too, whoſe aſſiſtance had been re- 
queſted by the neighbours, upon entering the 
houſe, was ſo far from reproving the ſoldicrs, 
that — horrible to relate! he immediately fol- 
lowed their example, and added to the injuries 
already offered to the expiring woman. In 
another village, a woman who had only borne 
a child about eight days, was diſhonoured, and 
treated with ſuch violence, that her recovery 
was extremely doubtful ; and when, in deſpair, 
ſhe fled from them in her ſhift, and with her 
infant in her arms, ſhe was purſued by the looſe 


ou and malign ſhouts of theſe inhuman yil- 
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Humanity ſhudders at the recollection of the 
enormities committed by the French at the vil- 
lage of Bremen, which upon the 6th of Octo- 
ber was belet by a band of robbers, under the 
| denomination of republican ſoldiers, who mad 
with wine, ruſhed into the houſes with the moſt 
Lideous war-whoop, and had immediate recourſe 
to their well-known ſyſtem of plunder. Al) 
the coffers and cloſets were broken open and 
ritled—all the houſehold furniture was deſtroyed 
— the peaſants were required, with loaded piſ- 
tols at their breaſts, to deliver up their money 
—the beds and bedding were unripped and ex- 
amined—and, under pretence of ſearching for 
concealed treaſure, not only the floors of the 
rooms were torn up, but even infants were vehe- 
mently dragged from their cradles, and many 
families were deprived cf nearly all their pro- 
perty. But ſtill more terrible to theſe peace ful 
and innocent country people, was the infernal 
manner in which the female ſex was treated by 
theſe villains. In the whole village there was 
neither maiden, wife, nor widow, who was not 
forcibly and repeatedly diſhonored ; and ſuch 
was the depravity of theſe miſcreants, that eight, 
ten, and frequently more than that number, 
ſucceſſively inſulted the ſame unfortunate victim 
with the accompliſhment of cheir brutal purpoſes. 
Neither early youth, nor hoary-headed age, nor 
deformity, nor yet the molt offenſive diſorders, 
could abate the fury of their paſhons ; and not 
only huſbands, but fathers, and—to fill up the 
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meaſure of their iniquity — even little children, 
were made to be witneſſes of theſe abominable 
outrages. One woman, who, with her hul- 
band, had ſtruggled ineffectually againſt the 
attempts of fix of theſe monſters, was dragged 
into the fields, over hedges and ditches, repeat- 
edly diſhonoured, and left half dead upon the 
ground, whullt her huſband was cruelly maimed 
with their fabres ; and even her ſucking infant 
was treated with the greateit inhumanity. 
Others of the female ſex, both here and in the 
adjacent villages, were faſtened to trees, and 
violated by ſucceeding numbers. 

Not fatisfied wich theſe exceſſes, they pro- 
ceeded to rifle the churches, and, with the molt 
blaſphemous expreſſians, deſtroyed the altars, 
polluted the communion table with their ordure, 
pulled down and reviled the image of our Savi- 
our, trampled the hoſt under foot, and then 
threw it to the dogs. 

Markdorf.—\V hen the French appeared 
upon the banks of the lake of Conſtance, their 
leaders affeed to be ſurpriſed that people ſhould 
be afraid of them, and that many ſhould deſert 
the country: For,” ſaid they, © we are only 
cume to offer peace to the Emperor, and not 
tu violate either your religion, your cuſtoms, 
your perſons, or your property: all which ſhall 
be molt carefully reſpected and preſerved.” 
This aſſurance was publicly given to the deputies 
from ſeyeral towns and villages by General 
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Tarreau, who added, “ that it was his particu- 
lar object and buſineſs to maintain the fevercit 
diſcipline and the molt exact order in his army.“ 
Tranquillized by this ſerious declaration, the 
deputies returned home, and upon the third ot 
Augult, at noon-day, the French, to the num - 
ber of 6,000 men, entered Markdorf and the 
neighbouring hamlets, and were entertained as 
liberally as poſſible by the inhabitants. But 
they ſoon began to break open doors and commit 
thefis, even under the eyes of the ſtaff-officers, 
and ſome of the horde ſpread themſelves over 
the ſurrounding country, where theſe felf-termed 
protectors of the peaſantry tore the clothes from 
the backs, and the ſhoes and ſlockings from the 
feet and legs of the poor cottagers and farme:s 
who offered them proviſions, broke open their 
cellars, rifled their cloſets and coffers, carried 
away all the valuable articles they could find, de- 
{troyed the houſchold furniture, and cruelly beat 
and wounded ſuch as made a ſhow of defending 
their property. 

Amongtt the innumerable aQs of inhumanity 


committed at Wehr, the following deſerves to 


be recorded. Five ſoldiers having forced open 
the door of a houſe, in which lay a poor wo- 
man who had been taken in labour about twelve 
hours before, they, with drawn {words at the 
breaſt of the til] ſuffering woman, demanded 
her money, and upon being told that the had 
none, ranſacked the dweiling and out-houſe, 
and carried away all the furniture, cal ing appa- 
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rel, ſwine, and poultry they could find, and at 
departing, one of them, by way of humanity, 
threw a dead fowl at the head of the ſuffercr, 
and told her ſhe might make herſelf ſome broth 
with it. [It is a fact that the republicans fre- 
quently drowned their own children, born to 
them by their wives or concubines, during their 
march through Franconia. ] 

The retreat of the French through this dif- 
trict was marked by ſimilar inſtances of rapine 
and brutality. In one village they violated and 
ſo barbarouſly abuſed a girl about 15 years of 
age, that in three days ſhe was a corpſe. In 
the ſame village they broke into the houſe of a 
ſhop-keeper who was recovering from a ſevere 
illaeſs, cut his bedding in pieces, ſcattered the 
feathers about the premiſes, rifled the houſe and 
ſhop, and having diſcovered in the garden a cheſt 
full of goods which had been depoſited there 
for ſecurity, carried it off with the reſt of their 
booty. They not onlyplundered another houſe, 
but, with the malevolence of evil ſpirits, mixed 
together all the wheat-corn, oats, and rye they 
could find, and ſtrewed them over the apart- 
ments. The village was completely pillaged 
and ruined, the utenſils neceſſary for the vintage 
were thrown into the Rhine, the churches were 
plundered, the pyx broken to pieces, and the 
conſecrated hoſt trampled under foot. In the 
environs of the camp the corpſes of ſeveral 
women were found, who had been violated and 
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3 
abuſed even unto death; and, however incredi- 
ble it may appear, it is a fact, that the monſters 
ſatisfied their brutal appetites with corpſes, and 
witk ſome unhappy victims in the agonies of death. 

Radolf-Zell.—Several towns, and Radolt- 

Zell in particular, ſuffered much for their diſ- 
tinguiſhed attachment to their ſovereign and 
conſtitution ; and upon the retreat of Tarreau, 
the laſt-mentioned town was ſaved from threat- 
ened conflagration, by a preſent of two fine 
horſes to the general, and by ſupplying him and 
his army with an abundance of the moit 
coltly proviſions that could be procured ; after 
which the ſoldiers deſtroyed the vineyards, the 
produce of which was 2 the point of being 
gathered, cut down the fruit trees, in order the 
more eaſily to pluck the fruit, and broke down 
the hedges and fences of the gardens. In the 
neighbouring villages they ſtole all the horſes, 
cattle, ſheep, and ſwine, as well as all the 
ſtock of wine in the cellars, and the ſtore of 
corn in the granaries and barns. The female 
ſex here alſo met with the molt barbarous uſage, 
the conſequences of which were fatal to many 
of them. 

At Engelures, the parſonage, fifteen other 
houſes, and eighteen barns were ſpeedily redu- 
ced to aſhes, with their furniture, and all the 
produce of the late abundant harvelt : And the 
village of Barenthal was ſirſt plundered and then 
ſet on fire, when the church, eighteen houſes, 
and as many barns, were reduced to a heap of 
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rains. At the ſmall village of Watterdingen h: 
ſoldiers of the ſelf called Great Nation plun- 
dered, carricd off, and deſtroyed, cattle, poul- 
try, horſes, proviſions, and furniture to the value 
of 2,000'. broke open the church, trampled 
on every thing that is ſacred, and dangerouſly 
wounded the miniſter. . Nor can any thiag 
equal their brutal luſt and ferocity towards the 
female ſex. Three womea, al:cady paſt their 
ſeventieth year, fix lying-in women, four far 
advanced in their pregnancy, and twelve young 
girls, were, by their outrages, brought almo!t 
to the gatez of death. Even children, thirteen 
years of age, loſt their innocence and their 
health, in the conſtrained preſence of others 
itil younger than themſelves ; and five men, 
who attempted to protect the honor of their 
wives, were trampled under foot, and left half 
dead with ſevere wounds from the broad ſwords 
ot theſe atrocious villains. 

At Emmingen the Prince of Fuſtenberg's 
ſteward, who in attempting to eſcape, fell down 
and diſlocated his ancle, was purſued by the 
loldiers, and nearly beaten to death; after 
which they pillaged his habitation, and com- 
mitted every ſpecies of enormity. Several 
young girls and married women fell a ſacritice 
to the outrageous paſhons of theſe ruffians, 
againſt whom even grey hairs afforded no pro- 
tection 3 for an old woman near ſeventy years 
of age was ſucceſſively diſhonored by four of 
theſe monſters, whoſe brutality words are want- 
ing ſuhiciently to reprobate. 
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It was reſerved for general Ferino to crown 
all theſe miſdeeds with an action at Engen 
eternally diſgraceful to his country; for upon 
the gth of October, under pretence of the 
treachery of the inhabitants, he commanded one 
of the ſuburbs to be ſet on fire; and in order 
to prevent any attempts to quench the flames, 
he ſurrounded it with a guard. In a ſhort time 
thirty-three houſes and barns, with all their con- 
tents, were reduced to aſhes and ruins, and 
only the church and four cottages eſcaped the 
fury of the conflagration ; but having received 
advice at midnight that the Aultrians, ro the 
number of 10,000, were in purſuit of him, 
Ferino became ſo furious, that he ordered ano- 
ther ſuburb to be ſet on fire, and twelve houſes 
fell a ſacrifice to the inhumanity of the republi- 
cans, who left the place, followed by the cur- 
ſes and bitter lamentations of numerous families 
and individuals, whole ruin they had thus wan- 
tonly accompliſhed, 

I have purpoſely omitted the detail of tlc 
various acts of plundering and deſtroying, and 
ſhall cloſe this melancholy account by ſtating, 
that the loſſes ſuſtained by the people of this 
town and twelve neighbouring villages, amounted 
at the lowelt computation to more than 3 3,000). 
ſterling. | 

General Tarreau. Several of the lcaders ot 
the French hordes have, by their miſdeeds, 


for ever connected their names with infamv ; 
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but General Tarreau united in himſelf the ſeve- 
ral bad qualities of the reſt, and cannot be 
mentioned without horror and deteſtation. The 
molt unbounded rapacity, inſatiable cruelty, 
intemperance, thirſt of revenge, vulgar inſo- 
lence, contempt of every thing ſacred and 
decent, and the diſavowal of all the feelings of 
humanity, formed the baſis of the character of 
this man, who in no country but in France, 
and there only under the auſpices of fuch a 
revolution, could ever have been entruſted with 
the command of an army. Some of his mon- 
ſtrous exceſſes have already been recorded, and 
it remains only to be told, that when the French 
were obliged to give way before the Aultrians, 
this man, raging like a tiger that had loſt its 
prey, arrived upon the 22d of September at 
Hofen, where he eſtabliſhed his head quarters, 
and with his worthy aſſociate Labrouſſe, and 
his confidential valet Laguerrée, endeavoured 
to make himſelf a ſmall compenſation for the 
loſs of the ſpoils of Vienna, of which the 
French had thought themſelves ſecure. His 
whole character will belt be known from the 
following dreadful declaration, which was con- 
tinually upon his lips, that He only repented 
of having at any time ated with humanity, and 
of not having converted into duſt and aſhes all 
the cities, villages, and convents he had ſeen 
upon his march.” His life at Hofen was one 


continued ſcene of cruelty, robbery, intempe- 


rance, and debauchery ;z and upon the 23d of 
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September he ſent a requiſition to Conſtance of 
6,000 pints of brandy, to be delivered in 24 
hours, under pain of being given up to be plun- 
dered by the ſoldiery. No more than halt the 
quantity demanded could be found in Conſtance, 
and was ſent off towards head quarters by water, 
but was detained by contrary winds; upon 
which 'Tarreau threatened not only to ſet fire to 
the town, but to put to death the chief magil- 
trate, and ſeveral others whom he detained as 
hoſtages, and who, after paſſing the night under 
the apprehenſions of appproaching death, would 
probably have fallen a ſacriſice to the paſhon of 
this ſanguinary commander, it the brandy had 
not arrived in the morning before the hour ap- 
pointed for their execution. The booty re- 
mained three days at- head quarters, and was 
then fold by the commiſſary Stouhlen to the 
neighbouring Swifs ; nor did the French foldi- 
ers taſte one drop of this liquor, which had 
been extorted under pretence that it was necel- 
ſary for the army. 

That not only privates, but even officers of 
rank either pillaged or divided the ſpoil, could 
be proved by innumerable inſtances of well- 
atteited facts. Eccleſialtics of every deſcrip- 
tion and every religion, and particularly the 
profeſſed of both ſexes, ſeemed the chief objects 
of republican malevolence, immorality, and cru- 
elty, in which the ſoldiers were led on and en- 
couraged by their officers. At Biberach, at 
Durheim, at Biburg, at Stozingen, at Ayltetten, 
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14 
at Donauwerth, and at many other towns and 
villages, (as may be ſeen more fully {ct forth 
in the original publication) crimes were perpc- 
trated, ſurpaſſing in cruelty and variety any ex- 
ceſſes ever before committed by the ſoldiers of 
a civilized country, and rendered more hideous, 
when we conſider that the perpetrators proclaim 
themſelves the molt humane and enlightened 
le of the earth, and endeavour to ſeduce 
the ſubjects of other countries from their allegi- 
ance, by the ſpecious but treacherous offer of a 
liberty pregnant with miſchief, and of an equa- 
lity which has been found to be impracticable. 


TO THE PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


Friends and fellow countrymen, 


The preceding pages, I hope, have convinced 
you, that no confidence is to be placed in thoſe 
who talk to you of the good conduct and dif- 
cipline of the French armies, and that no faith 
is to be put in the promiſes of a people, who 
have deluded many feeble minds into a beliet of 
their aſſurances, in order that they might the 
more eaſily accompliſh their purpoſes of conqueit, 
rapine, and deſolation. 

In the early part of the French revolution, 
ſereral liberal · minded perſons in Germany en- 


tertained a hope that the empire would derive 


advantage from the emancipation of a powerful 
nation. But when that revolution teſtified in 
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its progreſs, that its object was not the eſlabliſh- 
ment of wholeſome liberty and a juſt equality 
of rights, but that it tended to the extinction 
of civil and religious liberty, to the deſtruction 
of all order and happineſs in ſociety, and to the 
gratification of the boundleſs ambition of the 
French; that its decrees were written in blood, 
and its ediAs promulgated by the {word ; the 
advocates for reform in Germany quickly ſaw 
how much reafon they had to deprecate the in- 
troduction of a ſyſlem, which, inſtead of admi- 
niſtering relief to their complaints, was teeming 


with the molt deſtructive evils. None but men 


of deſperate fortunes, of wild ambition, and 
of heated imaginations, continued tu wiſh for 
importation of French principles, and the diſ- 
play of the republican ſtandard ; and it is wor- 
thy of remark, that throughout that extenſive 
country, the French armies were not joined by 
any of the inhabitants, except the very refuſe 
of the people; and that the ſubjects of the vari- 
ous princes of the empire did not diſhonor their 
country and themſelves, either by a diſpoſition 
to revolt, or by a demand of conceſhons which 
the poſture of affairs might have rendered it 
unprudent to refute. 

If then the people af a country, indiſputably 
luhject to many ſerious grievances, continue firm 
in their allegiance, and teject with ſcorn the 
principles which have been inſidioutly held out 
to them under the molt deluſiwe names, and 
painted in the molt dazzling colours, ſhail we, 
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enjoying the greateſt portion of rational liberty 
of any nation in the world —ſhall Britons,” who 
with reaſon boaſt of the moſt perfect equality 
of rights, to whom are open all the avenues to 
wealth, power, and diltinftions—ſhall this 
country, I ſay, the envied reſidence of freedom, 
Juſtice, and ſcience, not ſtand equally firm to 
our conſtitution ? and ſha'l we barter our happi- 
neſs and independence for revolutionary princi- 
ples, conceived in fin, and propagated in ini- 
quity? No.—Let us cling to our religion, our 
laws, and our conſtitution, as the main ſupports 
of every thing that is dear to us; and let us 
triumph in the reflection, that we have with- 
ſtood the open attacks and (till more dangerous 
intrigues of our enemies, whilſt other countrics 
have been deſpoiled of their happineſs and redu- 
ced to the molt abject dependance, either by 
the arms and fpecious promiſes of the invaders, 
or by the treachery, weakneſs, and diſcord of 
their own inhabitants. Neither let us give ear 
to the pernicious and ill-timed declamations of 
thoſe who deſcribe us as a people deficient in 
reſources, and who wiſh us to make conceſhons 
to that enemy, whoſe ambition has already been 
fed by too much conqueſt, and avowedly aims 
at our eraſure fiom the liſt of nations. Our 
armies, though overpowered by ſuperior num- 
bers, ſupported upon the continent their ancient 
character for bravery and firmneſs. Our navy 
rides triumphant upon the ſcas, and has upon 
every occaſion maintained our fuperiority over 
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ſuch of our enemies as have ſucceſſively ventured 
to diſpute it. Our yeomanry, a buld and inde- 
pendent race, are trained to arms, and eager 
to ſignalize their loyalty. Every town of im- 
portance contains a body of volunteers, compo- 
led of perſons of charaQter and property, and 
attathed to the welfare of their courtry and 
their King; and our ſeveral regiments of the 
line, of tcncibles, and of militia, are for the 
molt part compoſed of young and healthy 
men of unqueſtionable and approved fidelity, 
who yield not in tiue courage to the enemy; 
who are commanded by the flower of the na- 
tion, and who form a body cf men, more 
rumerous than any that the directory of France 
can cauſe to be tranſported hither, and ſuperior 
in equipment, diſcipline, and the juſtice of the 
cauſe in ſupport of which they are enrolled. 

How much, my friends, mult you rejoice 
when you compare our preſent ſituation with 
that of the greater part of the countries upun 
the continent! 

Holland, fo lately the ſeat of freedom, com- 
merce, iadultry, and affluence, having been 
pillaged by the republic of France, and forced 
to declare war againſt Great Britain, by which 
it loſt both its maritime importance and a valu- 
able portion of its foreign poſſeſſions, preſents 
at this moment the {ad ſpeQacle of a country 
divided againſt itſelf, governed by the intrigues 
and awed. by the arms of France, deſlitute of 
commerce, crippled in its navy, defaced almoſt 
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from amonglt the nations of Europe, and redu- 
ced to a mere ſkeleton of that power which once 
ſo nobly contended for real liberty, and diſputed 
with this iſland the empire of the main. 

The Auſtrian Netherlands, long renowned 
for agriculture, manufaQures, induſtry, and 
opulence, now exhibit the ſame melancholy pic- 
ture of languor, poverty, and inſigniſicance, 
rendered doubly galling to the inhabitants by the 
iron yoke of ſervitude, which their republican 
tyrants have impoſed upon them. The boalted 
charter of their liberties, for which they c« n- 
tended with ſucceſſive ſovereigns, is now lolt a 
and the Belg'c name is diſhonored by a flavith 
dependence upon its haughty and opprefive 
conquetors. 

The beautiful and fertile countries upon the 
banks of the Rhine and the Moſelle, lie pro- 
ſtrate at the feet of thoſe who had promiſed them 
liberty and independence, and under the name 
of loans, are forced to contribute the laſt re- 
ſources of an impoveriſhed territory, for the 
purpoſe of enabling the Directory to carry on a 
war againſt this country, with which they never 
were at variance, and with wlich they had 
maintained a proſperous and extenſive trade. 
Nor have the more remote cities of Hamburg, 
Bremen, and Lubeck, been able to avoid the 
outltretched arm of French rapacity and power; 
but have been compelled to purchaſe a dubious 
tranquility by the facrifice vt leverai millions. 
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You have ſeen the Auſtrian and Imperial 
eagles flying in every ditection before the tri- 
coloured ſtandard of the republic, and the Em- 
peror of Germany humbly ſuing for peace, in 
order to fave from impending ruin the capital of 
his hereditary dominions. He has been com- 
pelled to abandon to the ambition of the Direc- 
tory his Belgie and Italian provinces, the anti- 
ent heritage of his family ; and you have ſeen 
him reduced to a fituation fo humiliating, as to 
be under the neceſſity of profiting by the perſidy 
of France, in receiving as an exchange the city 
&f Venice, and ſome provinces, which, under 
the folemn aſſurances of the French, had 
thrown off the yoke of anſtocracy, and had 
eſtabliſned another form of government under 
the avowed r rotection of the Directory. 

The treacherous character of the French is 
no where more fully diſplayed than in their 
behaviour to the Venctian people ; for after de- 
luding them with the hopes of liberty, equality, 
and independence, they pillaged the city of its 
weaſures, deſtroyed its moſt ſplendid inſtituti- 
ons and coltly ornaments, took poſſeſſion of its 
moſt valuable iflands, plundered it of its navy, 
and finiſhed their perſidious work by delivering 
up the people to the government of a ſtranger 
and of a monarch whom they had always afte&- 
ed to conſider as a deſpot, and as a decided 
enemy to their maxims of liberty and equality. 

You cannot heſitate to regard Italy as entirely 
fubmitted to the will of the Directory: The 
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remaining ſovereigns of diſmembered Piedmont, 
Parma, "Duſcany, and the Two Sicihes, already 
tremble in their palaces, and will prolong their 
litical exiſtence but a few months, by their 
iliating ſubmiſſion to the decrees of the 
Great Nation; for the conduct of the French 
ſoldiery in ſome, and of the republican emiſſa- 
ries in others of the dominions of thoſe prin- 
ces, will roufe the people to revenge—the dig- 
nity of the French nation will be offended—and 
the ſame mockery that was lately practiſed at 
Rome, will be employed for the ſubverſion of 
thoſe ſtates, and with the ſame ſucceſs. 

When you caſt your eyes from Italy acroſs 
the Mediterranean, you perceive the mighty 
realm of Spain reduced to the molt melancholy 
{tate of dependence, and a prince of tlie houſe 
of Bourbon compelled not only to make peace, 
but to enter into a cloſe alliance with the aſſaſſins 
and deſtroyers of his family, and to declare 
war againſt this country, with whom it is his 
undoubted intereſt to live in the ſtricteſt bonds 
of amity and concord. You will obſerve, too, 
that the French have it in contemplation to 
revolutionize the kingdom of Portugal; and 
perhaps I am not raſh in predicting, that the 
fame army which is allowed to traverſe Spain 
for the purpoſe of ſubverting the government of 
Portugal, will in its progreſs ſcatter the ſeeds 
of revolution, and reap a very ample harvelt 


upon its return. 
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Even Switzerland, ſo happy=-ſo peaceful 
and ſo reſpected has not eſcaped the ſtorm ; 
but after having for ſome time averted its fury 
by the ſteady care and wiſdom of its pilots, is 


now driven, at the mercy of thoſe whoſe plea - 


ſure it ſeems to be to wreck every form of go- 
vernment, upon the hideous rocks and ſhoals of 
liberty and equality. 

Such is the miniature delineation of the actual 
ſtate of a great portion of the continent, and 
ſuch are the humiliations to which different 
countries have been ſucceſſively reduced by the 
power, ambition, and machinations of demo- 
cratic France! But if the armies of France 
have been every where triumphant, its navy has 
been ſo ſubdued and cruſhed as to be unable to 
eontend with us upon the ocean ; its trade, once 


ſo conſiderable, is now no more—the manufac- 


tures with which the French ſupplied ail the 
wealthy nations of the globe, are long ſince 
gone to decay—agriculture languiſhes and ſick- 
ens—and the ſhuttle has been exchanged for 
the muſket, and the plough-ſhare for the ſabre. 
Requiſition after requiſition has torn the huſband 
from his wife, the father from his children, and 
the laborious ſons from the infirm and aged 
parent; and they have been ſent either to be 
flain in the field of battle by men with whom 
they have never been at enmity, cr ſurvive only 


to be tainted by the vices of a ferocious and 
diſſolute banditti, — 


1 


1 Our trade and manufactures, though not car- 
n ried to that extent which a continuation of peace 
ry would have enſured them, ſtill ** proudly flou- 
13 riſh through the ſtate, and far ſurpaſs the com- 
a- mercial enterprizes and ſucceſſes of any other 
o- nation in the world. Agriculture, far from 
of languiſhing during the war, has been purſued 
with unexampled vigour and proſperity ; all our 
zal public inſtitutions continue to thrive under the 
nd unremitting aſſiduity of their governors, and the 
nt ceaſeleſs generoſity of the public; and the nati- 
he onal benevolence has been molt nobly diſplayed 
o- in the ſucceſſive and ample ſubſcriptions for the 
cc relief of our wounded failors and ſoldiers, and 
FE for the benefit of the widows and orphans of 
to thoſe who have fallen whilſt fighting the battles 
ce of their country. Our iſlands in the Welt- 
c- Indies have been ſecured, and augmented by 
he thoſe of the enemy ; our poſſeſſions in America 
ce have continued unmoleſted; our extenſive and 
ke valuable territories in the Eaſt-Indies have en- 
for joyed the molt profound tranquillity ; the rock 
e. of Gibraltar deſies the power of Spain, and we 
nd have increaſed our foreign poſſeſſions by the con- 
nd queſt of eſtabliſhments in Aſia and in Africa, 
ed whoſe worth will be duly eſtimated whenever the 
be proper period for negotiation ſhall arrive. The 
"Mm intercourſe between man and man is preſerved 
ly here unalloyed by ſuſpicion, and the charms of 
nd ſociety remain uncontruled by terror ; our 
wives and daughters ſleep without apprehenſion 
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of being diſturbed by the violator or the affaſſin, 
and our property is ſecured by mild and well- 
diſpenſed laws againſt the public depredator and 
the private oppreſſor. Each individual enjoys 
as great a portion of civil and religious liberty as 
is neceſſary to the happineſs of man, and com- 
patible with the ſafety of the kingdom; equality 
of rights flouriſhes here in all its purity and 
vigour ; for the greateſt and moſt opulent man 
in the country is, equally with the meaneſt and 
molt indigent, amenable to the laws, if he tranſ- 
greſs them; and perſons of the moſt obſcure 
birth may, and frequently do, by their talents 
and merits, arrive at the greateſt offices in church 
and (tate, and by their ſervices in the army and 
navy, obtain the higheſt honors and diſtinctions 
for themſelves and their poſterity. — 

But certain evil-minded perſons attempt to 
undermine every good principle, by inſtilling 
into the minds of the lower claſſes of people, 
that no confidence is to be placed in holy writ, 
that there is no future ſtate, and no Supreme 
Being to whom an account is to be given of our 
ations here below ; and that conſequently, if 
they can but guard againſt the magiltrate and 
the executioner, they need not heſitate to com- 
mit the moſt atrocious actions. Theſe doctrines 
are promulgated at village-clubs by ſchoolmaſlers 
and others, who, being reſtrained from openly 
preaching inſurrection, endeayour to accomp!iſh 
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their ſiniſter deſigns by vilifying religion, and 
denying a ſtate of retribution, with the hope 
that they ſhall the more eaſily urge the vicious 
to the commiſhon of revolutionary crimes, and 
to the ſubverſion of that government which has 
ſo wiſely checked the progreſs of thoſe enemies 
to ſubordination and morality. I truſt however 
that not many perſons have been ſeriouſly con- 
taminated by theſe peſlilential diſcourſes ; and 
that the government will watch the practices of 
thoſe who have been heard to debaſe religion, 
and who attempt to impreſs their dangerous no- 
tions upon the flexible minds ct the young and 
the undiſcerning.— 

[ have little doubt but that the French will 
attempt the execution of rheir plan of invaſion 
upon ſome part of this or of the ſiſter kingdom; 
nor is it any ſlander upon the Directory to ſup- 
poſe, that, next to the conqueſt of this ifland, 
they are deſirous of diſpoſing of ſome of their 
numerous armies, either amongſt the billows of 
the ocean, or under the arm of Britiſh valour 
and intrepidity. But the molt timid need enter- 
tain no apprehenſions of the ſucceſs of their 
ſenſeleſs enterprize ? for if it be probable that 
their tranſports ſhould eſcape the vigilance of our 
numerous cruiſers, and that their thips of war 
ſhould avoid a conflict (to them inevitably de- 
ſtructive) with our brave and well-appointed 
ſquadrons, it is ſcarcely poſſible tor them to land 
unperceived upon any part of this populous 
iland, or to diſembaik their troops and the vari- 
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ty and danger. 
well guarded are our coaſts, and ſuch excellent 
precautions have been taken by thoſe who pre- 
fide over us, that an enemy endeavouring to land || 
would inſtantly be attacked by a formidable and 
well-ſerved artillery, and by large bodies of 
well-diſciplined and gallant troops, who would 
be ſupported by an hoſt of peaſantry eager to 
teſtify their loyalty and their abhorrence of revo- 
lutionary intruders. — 

Prepared as we are, we can have nothing to 
fear from their attempts ; and having in a for- 
mer war withſtood all the efforts of feveral uni- 
ted powers, we need not now ir of a vic- 
torious and honorable iſſue. NED 

Let us then be unanimous in our efforts to 
repel the aſſaults, and firm in our determinations 
never to ſubmit to the dictates, of a treacherous 
and ambitious foe.—Let us check the growth 
of thoſe principles which have cauſed ſo much 
bloodſhed, miſery, and injuſtice in other parts 
of Europe Let us endeavour to {top the carecr 
af luxury, diſſipation, vice, and infidelity— Let 
us ſet bounds to our deſires, and limits to our 
paſſions ; and let us enſure reciprocal eſteem 
and reſpect by induſtry, temperance, and deco- 
rum, and by the exerciſe. of thoſe virtuous quali- 
ties which contribute to the enjoyment of ſocial 
and domeſtic happineſs, and to the promotion 
of our future felicity. | 
FINIS, 
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